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Dear Friends of Gads Hill Center:

In fiscal year 2002, with the opening of our second site, Gads Hill began a new chapter in our
long history of service to low-income families. It is a year to celebrate how our entire community
mobilizes to support and strengthen resources for families. It is a year to celebrate how effective
community partnerships can meet the need we’ve seen in our economically distressed Chicago
neighborhoods. It is a year of gratitude for the generosity of all who have chosen to invest in the
critically needed services we provide.

Just over five years ago, we were invited by the Sinai Community Institute to partner in
developing a child care service at its Center for Families and Neighbors in North Lawndale.  Due to
our reputation as an established leader in family services, the project attracted funding from the
Latino Initiative of the City of Chicago and U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. In
2002, we successfully completed our capital campaign.  We completed construction of our beautiful
state-of-the-art facility on Ogden Avenue, and in February, the Gads Hill Child Care Center opened
its doors. 

Since then, Gads Hill’s new “Ogden Site” has been serving over 100 children from low-income
families in North Lawndale and Little Village, as well as the children of Mt. Sinai Hospital
employees.

At the Ogden Site, we are serving neighborhoods where 42% of all young children are living in
poverty.  To support families as they move into the mainstream, community partnerships are key. 
We work closely with the North Lawndale Employment Network, and the array of family-centered
support and prevention services of the Sinai Community Institute. Being on the campus of Mt. Sinai
Hospital offers our families an excellent safety net as they make the transition to improved economic
stability.

In December, another wonderful partnership took shape. We won the prestigious 2001 BP Leader
Award in Science and Technology for our work in collaboration with the Chicago Department of
Environment to assist in developing a “green,” ecologically responsible culture for Gads Hill Center
and the surrounding community, and to heighten awareness of environmental issues. 

Last year was an extraordinary year of growth and transformation at Gads Hill.  In addition to
nearly doubling our facilities, staff and budget, we also created a new five-year strategic plan,
Building Excellence 2002-2007.  Throughout the vital and sometimes tumultuous process of
strategic planning, our mission of family support remained clear.  Our guiding philosophy of service,
the Developmental Asset Model, provided a grounding and clarifying influence. 

Funding partnerships also played a role in our organizational growth. Through a major grant from
The Chicago Community Trust, Gads Hill Center has strengthened its internal capacity by adding
five critical management positions, including a Human Resource Specialist and an Operations
Coordinator.

Even as we look back and review a year full of the joys of accomplishment, we look forward to
further opportunities for community-minded people to join in our mission. Thank you for your
support.
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As a Family Resource Center, Gads Hill is committed to
strengthening resources for low-income families. The Center
encourages families to identify and grow the resources that
exist in themselves and in our community. For low-income
working families striving to improve their lives, and especially
for families transitioning off welfare, access to high quality
child care is the highest concern. Gads Hill’s extensive array of
home-based and on-site Children and Youth Services make a
critical difference in the lives of hundreds of families in Pilsen,
North Lawndale, and Little Village every day.

With the opening of Gads Hill’s second site in North
Lawndale in February 2002, we greatly expanded our capacity
to provide high quality on-site services for low-income
children and youth. The new Gads Hill Child Care Center,
located on the campus of the Sinai Community Institute’s
Center for Families and Neighbors, features six state-of-the-art
classrooms serving 120 3-5 year olds with comprehensive
Head Start and child care programming, and two classrooms serving 50 school age children with educationally enriching Club Learn after-
school programming. Our Child Care Center is located at a densely populated crossroads of distinct ethnic groups. Our commitment to
multicultural programming affirms and strengthens families’ cultural, racial, and linguistic identities, and enhances their ability to succeed
in a multicultural society.

After school, Gads Hill served nearly 200 1st through 8th graders each day with Club Learn programming. With the guidance of volunteer
tutors and group workers, children do their homework, and then gather into small educational clubs. Children engage in research, writing,
and hands-on projects that are relevant and fun. In the summer months, Club Learn becomes a full-day program, with greatly expanded
recreational and academic enrichment activities in collaboration with sister organizations throughout the neighborhood.

Home Based Head Start provided four teachers who made weekly at-home visits to 48 children, aged 3-5, and their parents. The program
prepared parents to be their children’s first teachers and prepared children for success in kindergarten. In 2002, Home Based Head Start
staff led Gads Hill’s efforts to advocate for early childhood education and for family support on a state-wide and national basis. Advocating
for the low-income families, staff and parents traveled to Springfield to meet Illinois State Legislators. They mobilized to protest proposed

$100 million cuts in child care and early childhood education. We are relieved
that the battle was won, but the fight continues as together we advocate for the
child care needs of low-income working parents. Home Based Head Start staff
also provided a week of dawn-to-dusk childcare for attendees of the annual
conference of Family Support America, a national clearinghouse of family
support technical assistance and advocacy.

Early Head Start Enhanced Day Care Homes provides daycare for 24 newborn
to three year olds through 8 home care providers who are supervised and
supported by a Gads Hill professional in specially qualified and licensed day care
homes. The children participate in a stimulating environment of nurturing
activities which address their cognitive, social, emotional and physical growth
needs, according to the latest research on early childhood development. Their
parents are either teens who are completing their high school education or very
low-income working adults.

Integral to Gads Hill’s array of Children and Youth Services are Family Support
Services. We make it easy for parents to attend and participate in program
activities and education workshops on parenting skills, nutrition, and health. We
help families identify their needs and assist them in accessing needed services
from community-based and governmental organizations.

In 2002, over 40 community volunteers helped with Club Learn. In addition,
Head Start and Home Based Head Start parents volunteered their time to help
with programming as part of their involvement in the program.

Children and Youth Services



The Teen Connection is Pilsen’s only comprehensive college
preparatory program serving youth of normal achievement but
unknown potential.  Teen Connection’s mission is to provide
academic support and life-enriching experiences to make our
students competitive college candidates and successful college
students.  

Teen Connection’s 47 members, ages 12-17, have come from local
public junior and senior high schools.  All are of Mexican heritage
and all are from low-income families.  They express the range of
interests, capacities, talents and struggles that one would observe in
any group of teenagers.  They all hope to be the first college
graduates in their families.

Twenty tutor-mentors worked with our Teen Connection members,
including two students of social work doing their field placements
with us.  Ten other tutor-mentors were Ameritech Scholars,
students whose scholarship award to the University of Illinois at
Chicago College of Business stipulates community service; giving
back to the community.  Many of these tutors were bi-lingual and
bi-cultural which models for our students that college is possible!  

This year, Teen Connection saw the physical and technological
renovation of our Homework and Study Lounge, providing a large,
comfortable but high-tech space exclusively for Teen Connection
members.  State of the art hardware and software, Internet access,
room for homework and group meetings, and a small kitchen and
snack area make the space work.  Students do Internet research
either alone or together with a tutor-mentor, do homework, or
work on submissions for their portfolio, the collected body of
exemplary work that will be used in members’ college applications.

This year Teen Connection members designed, developed and
programmed our own website through a collaboration with the
University of Illinois at Chicago’s Great Cities Institute
Neighborhoods Initiative.  Members have also attended poetry
readings and theater events like The Young Playwrights Festival.

They’ve visited the Harold Washington Library and attended
college information sessions like the presentation by Cornell
graduates held at Pilsen’s El Valor Community Center.

Summer Enrichment Activities are an important part of the
program, so that our Pilsen youth can engage in the same kinds of
eye-opening, life enhancing opportunities as youth from more
affluent backgrounds.  Activities this year included an independent
study in law enforcement, a study of Mexican architecture, an
internship at a downtown law firm, the National Youth Sports
Program at Daley College, and many others.

Teenage Services

EcoFamilia

EcoFamilia is a collaborative effort with the City of

Chicago’s Department of Environment that is

converting our century-old facility into a model site for

natural resource conservation.  This retrofit includes the

installation of new, energy efficient windows, solar

panels and “eco-friendly” landscaping.  Gads Hill

Center is complementing the retrofit of our facility with

an extensive environmental education component aimed

at developing youth leaders capable of educating their

families and community about the environment, with a

particular emphasis on energy and energy conservation.

We are proud that EcoFamilia earned the prestigious

2001 BP Leader Award for Science and Technology.



Conexión de Aprendizaje is designed to provide education which
meets the expressed needs of adult learners in our community.
Learning and improving English tops the list of needs for our
community’s adult learners. “We need English,” said one group of
students, “to speak with our children’s teachers, and with other
workers in our jobs, and to get better jobs. We need this language
to help our children with their school work, and to ask about their
performance in school.”  

In 2002, Gads Hill provided four ongoing ESL class groups, each
meeting three times a week. With the help of 31 devoted
volunteers, 338 adults participated in 12-week classes.  Thanks to
the sense of community and program ownership students build
around our approach to adult education, the student retention rate
of 81% surpassed our goals. Though the majority of participants are
at basic skill levels, we were proud to tutor five students who
successfully attained their GED high school equivalency certificate. 

In 2002, in concert with other programs at the
Center, Conexión conducted three Family
Reading Nights and one Reading Challenge.
With 250 community members in attendance,
these activities brought increased awareness of
literacy to the community. 375 books were
donated to participants thanks to the generous
donations of private funders and individuals.
We held 12 well-attended Community
Literacy Nights where adults came together to
read and discuss stories and poems. Students
coordinated three field trips to parks and
museums, serving to create a sense of
belonging to the Center and the program.  

This year, The Family Literacy Program brought
comprehensive literacy services to 35 families in Pilsen.
Families involved in this program consist of adults with both
limited Spanish literacy and marginal English language
proficiency (reading at or below 5th grade level), and a child
or children between the ages of 3 and 10.  All are
underemployed and meet federal poverty standards. In
collaboration with the Rudy Lozano branch of the Chicago
Public Library, the Family Literacy program helps the whole
family learn together. 

In 2002, the Library provided story-telling, puppet theatre,
and cultural events designed and staffed to promote family
interaction.  Gads Hill’s Family Literacy program utilizes a
combination of adult literacy classes, early childhood
educational services designed to
promote school readiness, and hands-
on activities to help families learn
together. At the same time, parents
increase knowledge of child

development, and become better able to help
their children’s learning and their literacy. 

Parents attended general workshops on
health, nutrition, safety, and discipline.  In
addition, workshops were held to help parents
increase their understanding of the school
system, and become stronger advocates for
their children.  In the Spring of 2002, adult
learners from Gads Hill Center organized and
undertook a political advocacy trip to the
Illinois State Capital in Springfield.  There
they spoke with legislators on the critical need
for low-income adult literacy programs, and
argued for their priority in State budget
planning.

Family Services
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Accountability
As of June 30, 2002

Statement of Financial Position

Sources of Support

74% Government Funding

2% United Way

1% Other Income

23% Private Contributions

Assets

Current Assets 1,789,380

Fixed Assets 1,467,251

Total Assets 3,256,631

Liabilities

Current Liabilities 970,474

Total Liabilities 970,474

Net Assets 2,286,157

Total Liabilities & Net Assets 3,256,631

Summary of Expenses

89% Program Services

9% Management
& General

2% Fundraising

Statement of Activities
Revenues
Government Funding 2,149,780
Private Contributions 688,579
Investment -
United Way 68,368
Other Income 31,923

Total Support 2,938,650

Expenses
Program Services 2,125,906
Fundraising 42,465
Management & General 212,703

Total Expenses 2,381,074

Change in Net Assets 557,576

Full audited report by Selden, Fox & Associates, LTD.
Certified Public Accountants and Consultants

Available upon request



$100,000+
2001 BP Leader Award
The Chicago Community Trust

$25,000-$99,999
Lloyd A. Fry Foundation
The Harris Foundation
Polk Bros. Foundation

$10,000-$24,999
Bank of America Foundation
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Illinois
Chicago FireWorks for Kids
Community Energy Cooperative
John R. Houlsby Foundation
Kraft Employee Fund
Mayer & Morris Kaplan Foundation
Philip Morris USA
Springboard Foundation
WGN Radio 720 Neediest Kids Fund,
McCormick Tribune Foundation

$5,000-$9,999
Allstate Foundation
Dr. Scholl Foundation
Tom Russell Foundation

$2,500-$4,999
McMaster-Carr Supply Company
William Blair & Co. Foundation
Miss Nara Cadorin
Mr. David S. Crossett
Mr. Charles Ginsberg

& Ms. Beverly Wyckoff
Mr. Frank Brookes Hubachek, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. William P. Sutter
Mrs. Marjorie Hubachek Watkins

$1,000-$2,499
Kenilworth Home & Garden Club
Marshall Field’s Project Imagine
McCall Family Foundation
Mark & Miriam Leskovar Burkland 
Mrs. Susan S. Coughlin
Mr. Charles A. Kelly
Ms. Mary Kriauciunas
Ms. Margaret M. Raynard
Mr. & Mrs. William C. Steinmetz
Mrs. Tillie Wagener

$500-$999
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Berry
Mr. & Mrs. James & Patricia Brett
Mr. & Mrs. David J. Brett
Mr. & Mrs. James A. Brett
Mr. & Mrs. William R. Brett
Mr. & Mrs. George Crossett
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Crossett
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Gubanich
Mrs. Suzanne L. Shier

$250-$499
Mr. Joseph J. Anselmo
Mrs. Alvina Breckel
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel S. Cardone
Mr. Jorge V. Cazares
Ms. Rosa M. Ebling
Ms. Sue Ewers
Mrs. Rebecca A. Levin-Goodman
Ms. Virginia Martínez
Mr. & Mrs. Terry McIlroy
Mrs. Nancye Mowry
Mr. Eliecer Palacios
Mr. & Mrs. Phillip L. Stern
Mrs. P. A. Vanvlack
Ms. Kathleen Vondran
Mrs. Jeanne Walsh
Mr. William Weigel
Mr. & Mrs. James Zartman

$100-$249
Anonymous (3)
Mrs. Dora Aalbregtse
Mr. Joseluis Avalos
Ms. Judy Bablitch
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Barash
Mr. & Mrs. George S. Barker, Jr.
Ms. Patricia Barrow
Ms. Shirley A. Barstow
Ms. Janet Beals
Mrs. Frances A. Becker
Dr. Michael Berkson
Mr. & Mrs. Don-Michael Bird
Mr. & Mrs. Scott & Beth Brady

Mr. & Mrs. John F. Brett
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Brett
Ms. Mary Buchanan
Mrs. Susan Cahn
Mr. Carlos R. Cardenas
Mrs. Barbara Castellán
Mr. & Mrs. Faris F. Chesley
Mr. & Mrs. Steven L. Clark
Mrs. Paula Danoff
Mr. & Mrs. Robert O. Delaney
Mr. John DeLeon
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Depriest
Mrs. Kitty Egan
Mrs. Kathy Elliott
Mr. & Mrs. Eric and Kay Engdahl 
Ms. Ann Engle
Mrs. Catherine Estey
Mr. Marco A. Garcia
Ms. Lorraine Garcia
Ms. Monica Getzendanner
Ms. Melissa Hall
Ms. Carol Hansen
Mr. & Mrs. N. Landon Hoyt, III
Ms. Kathleen A. Hunt
Jeffrey & Bernadette Pyter Janisch
Ms. Patty Johnson
Mrs. Colby Kerr
Ms. Judy Kostal
Mr. Marius Kriauciunas
Mr. & Mrs. John G. Levi
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence E. Levin
Mr. & Mrs. David Lullo
Ms. Pam Maga
Mr. Ronald Manderschied
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Meyer
Mr. Herbert Moreno
Mrs. Laura Chester Morgan
Ms. Ruth M. Moscovitch
Mr. James Neaylon
Mrs. Joan Newman
Mr. Stephen Oksas
Mr. Michael E. Onak
Ms. Betty O’Neil
Ms. Liz Parker Crow
Ms. Maria Prado
Ms. Sandy Pryzbylo
Mr. Luis Rivera
Mr. Martin Shapiro
Mrs. Stephanie Shapiro Berkson
Mrs. Stephanie Simonaitis
Ms. Lois Stanley
Mr. & Mrs. Walter H. Teninga
Mr. Theodore D. Thomas
Ms. Kathy Tomita
Mrs. Judith B. Urban
Ms. Bobbie Vender
Ms. Michelle Wasielewski
Mrs. Maria Welch
Mr. & Mrs. Sheldon Zabel

Up to $99
Mr. & Mrs. Donald T. Ake
Ms. Dawn Arnold
Ms. Becky Avery
Ms. Melissa Babcock
Ms. Elizabeth Bannon
Ms. Barbara Barker
Ms. Mary Ann Barrie
Ms. Diana Beasley
Ms. Louise Behrends
Mr. & Mrs. William E. Bendix
Ms. Pam Benz
Ms. Debbie Berghorst
Mr. & Mrs. Allan & Rhoda Bernstein
Ms. Kathryn Bettis
Ms. Sandra Boles
Ms. Deedee Brannigan
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher J. Brett
Ms. Betty Bretz
Mr. & Mrs. James F. Burke
Mr. & Mrs. Javonna & Anthony Burton
Ms. Linda Bussey
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore R. Butz
Ms. Barbara Cabay
Ms. Linda Campbell
Ms. Sarah Campbell
Ms. Zaida Cintron
Ms. Jo Ann B. Collins
Ms. Lauren B. Conen
Ms. Marge Coorlas
Ms. Suzanne Crofton
Ms. Robin Culberston
Ms. Louise Curry
Mr. & Mrs. Walter M. Daly

Mrs. Jean Davis
Ms. Marta Delgado
Ms. Jane Demler
Ms. Maureen Dolan
Ms. Nancy Dorr
Ms. Helen Drennan
Mr. Adam V. Dwinells
Ms. Edwina Ericsson
Ms. Mary Faulk
Ms. Juneal Ferguson
Mrs. Lucy Flores
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Frost
Mr. Ted Froum
Ms. Marsha M. Fuller
Ms. Liz Furse
Ms. Colette Garippo
Mr. Jose Garza
Ms. Alison Gavin
Ms. Judy Gillies
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Goodman
Ms. Mary Goodrich
Mr. Melvin J. Gordan
Ms. Corsey Gordon
Ms. Mary Ann Greenhalgh
Mr. Allen Groner
Mrs. Maria Guerrero
Ms. Jane Gunn
Mrs. Charles A. Guyot, Jr.
Ms. Kathryn Hall
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Halm
Mr. & Mrs. Said Hamidi
Ms. Linda Hamman
Ms. Sondra Hannafan
Mr. & Mrs. Jesus Herrerias
Ms. Heather Higgins
Ms. Patty Hilarides
Ms. Gail Hodges
Ms. Vicki Hood
Ms. Mira Jackson-Moore
Ms. Caroline Jacobsen
Ms. Genevieve Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. Edward A. Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Keenan
Ms. Jane Kelly
Ms. Polky Kibler
Ms. Janet Kimler
Mr. & Mrs. William T. Kirk, Jr.
Ms. Karen Kostal
Ms. Linda Kozoman
Mr. Mike Kress
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel W. Kynaston
Ms. Aimee Lanphere
Mr. & Mrs. Swayne & Sara Latham
Ms. Gilmore Lazezzorio-Brennen 
Ms. Melody A. Lewis-Engram
Ms. Fleury Linn
Ms. Jan Lowe
Ms. Lindy Lynk
Ms. Barbara Mawicke
Mr. Jeffrey Maxick
Ms. Linda McCann
Ms. Lynn McCreery
Ms. Mary McKane
Dr. Sue McNeil
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Melhus
Mr. Francisco Menchaca
Ms. Meg Mikesell
Mr. & Mrs. Domingo Miranda, Jr. 
Ms. Mary Mulhurn
Ms. Kathy Nothnagel
Mr. Keith Orr
Ms. Rita S. Oswald Christano
Ms. Mohini Pai
Ms. Carol Patton
Mr. & Mrs. Eddie & Judy Pendel
Mr. Jose Perales
Ms. Sue Peterson
Ms. Sara Pfaff
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey A. Pierceall
Ms. Sharon Piper
Ms. Sandi Plochman
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley E. Ploskonka
Ms. Carol Pollock
Ms. Bobbie Porcelli
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Porter
Ms. Lucy Ramirez
Mr. Rafael Ravelo
Ms. Judy Reed
Ms. Barbara Rocha
Ms. Marsha Rohr
Ms. Sandra Ryan
Ms. Mildred Sampson
Ms. Louise Short
Ms. Fannie Simon

Ms. Lauren Slipkowski
Ms. Fran Slisz
Mr. John A. Slivka
Ms. Carol Smott
Ms. Susan Sobol
Ms. Nancy Soto
Ms. Sarah Taich
Ms. Dian Taylor
Mrs. Barbara A. Thomas
Mr. & Mrs. Robert T. Tighe
Ms. Millie Todd
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph E. Tuton
Mr. & Mrs. Julian Villa
Ms. Gayle Wagley
Mr. & Mrs. Ray E. Willis
Ms. Michelle Winand
Mr. & Mrs. William R. Winn
Ms. Sondra Winnik
Ms. Gigi Winter
Ms. Melissa Woodworth
Ms. Kathryn Worthington
Ms. Jhayne S. Yamat
Ms. Grace Young
Ms. Victoria M. Zimelis

Public Funding
Chicago Department of Human Services
Chicago Empowerment Zone
Chicago Department of Public Health
Chicago Public Library
Illinois Secretary of State
Illinois State Board of Education
Illinois Department of Commerce and

Community Affairs 
Illinois Department of Human Services
Federal Emergency Food and Shelter Program

In-Kind Donations
Bank of America
Blue Bag Program, Chicago Department of

Environment
Ms. Kathryn Bettis
Mrs. Barbara Castellán
Mr. Jorge Cazares
Chicago Bulls
Chicago Center for the Performing Arts
Chicago Department of Environment
Chicago Park District
Chicago White Sox
Mr. Jim Markich & Ms. Kris Clemons
Mr. & Mrs. Jim and Susan Colletti
ComEd
Crate & Barrel
Ms. Paula Danoff
Mr. John Demler
Mrs. Catherine Estey
Francesca’s Restaurant
Ms. Barbara Franke
Mr. & Mrs. Ruben and Jolie Fridman
Ms. Diana Gonzalez
Ms. Estella Gonzalez
Anna Held Flower Fountain Café
Ms. Heather Higgins
Illinois Department of Commerce and

Community Affairs
Illinois Facilities Fund
Mrs. Colby Kerr
JAFRA
Mr. & Mrs. Vivek Likhite
Mrs. Jane Lipton
Ms. Pam Maga
Mr. Jorge Orozco
Estate of Fernando Padilla
Mr. & Mrs. Vincent Parrinello
Pilsen Photo Studio
Mr. & Mrs. H. Jay & Sandra Przybylo
Ms. Dylis Rana
Ms. Deborah Reznick
Mr. Glenn Rodbarry
Mrs. Patti Smietana
Mr. & Mrs. William C. Steinmetz
Ms. Siobhan Sullivan
Mr. David Sutor
Ms. Kathleen Vondran
Mrs. Tillie Wagener
Mrs. Maria Welch
Windy City Earth Force at the Field Museum
Ms. Beverly Wyckoff
Zenith Electronics Corporation

These names represent donations from July 1, 2001 to
June 30, 2002. We are very grateful  for every gift
received and apologize for any inadvertent errors or
omissions.

Thanks to our fiscal year 2002 donors (July 1, 2001 to June 30, 2002)
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Mission Statement
Gads Hill Center is a community-based, family resource organization serving 

the low income population of Chicago’s Lower West Side since 1898. The Center provides
comprehensive programs for children, youth, adults and families which promote positive personal

growth, strengthen the family unit, and develop a strong sense of community.


