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Social Impact 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
95% of Junior Building 

Leaders’ parents increased 
their level of involvement 

in their children’s academic 
development. 

100% of Building Leaders 
students in the last 15 years 
have graduated high school 
with acceptance to college 
as first-generation students. 

94% of children in Early 
Childhood programs meet 
or exceed the major areas 
of child development and 

learning. 

80% of Attachment 
Theory cohort participants 
increased skills in parent- 

child connection. 

 

4,563 individuals engaged 
in GHC programs. 

17,483 children and 
adults engaged in 

PlayStreets  
summer events. 

1,025 Chicago Public 
Schools students received 

critical mental health 
supports resulting in nearly 

800 students improving 
attendance and increasing 

their GPAs. 

92% of Junior Building 
Leaders students scored 
high in social-emotional 

skill development. 

 
 
 

 
Mission and Vision 

 
Gads Hill Center (GHC), a social service organization established in 1898, creates opportunities for children and their families to 
build a better life through education, access to resources, and community engagement. We work to accomplish our vision that 

all individuals regardless of where they start will achieve their full potential. 



Welcome Letter From Our CEO 
 
 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 

 

I am pleased to present the accomplishments of Gads Hill Center in 2018; a momentous year for us, as we marked 121 years of working to build a stronger Chicago. 
GHC was founded in the late 1800s, at the peak of the Gilded Age; a time of great economic inequalities. Chicago’s harsh working conditions and infamous exploitation 
of immigrants were immortalized in literature of the time. To begin to correct the enormous social injustices faced by many, Jane Addams and a group of progressive 
social workers started the Settlement House movement. 
These are the roots of our history. Over time, the faces, clothes and languages of waves of diverse immigrant groups changed; from the Germans who came to pack 
the meat in the 1800s and the Bohemians who named Pilsen in the early 1900s, to the Mexicans who were recruited in World War II to fill vacant jobs, and many 
others. 
My own story reflects an experience like these immigrants of yesterday - only the years, countries of origin and circumstances of arrival differentiate us. In 1982, I came 
to Chicago at the age of 22 fleeing the civil war in Guatemala. I left in a hurry and my luggage was light, but my heart was heavy from the terrors of war and from 
knowing that I might never again see the people that I was leaving behind. 
As a rising senior in college pursuing a degree in economics, I had big dreams; I wanted to change the economic and political system in Guatemala, to end the high 
rates of child mortality, the short life expectancy of women and the institutional racism that robbed indigenous people of their full humanity. I saw many of my friends 
and classmates die fighting for justice, equality and opportunity in Guatemala. 
I came to Chicago in search of a place where I could rest, heal my broken spirit and restore hope. But I couldn’t find peace. The images of the war were indelible; they 
were like tattoos on my heart. Yet, I was grateful for being alive. I had hope that things would be better. 

I enrolled in Truman College to learn English, and there I started building a sense of community with the refugees that I 
met from Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia. We did not know English but we all fluently spoke the language of loss and grief. 
We shared meals and cried over the pictures we brought from our homelands. I was now felt less alone, as I had found 
a place where I belonged. 
As the years went by, I fell in love and got married. America gave me a safe place to build my life, raise a beautiful family 
and a cultivate a community of valued friendships. In turn, I made the commitment to give back to this country what I 
had received—to open doors for others who need opportunities. 
The American immigrant experience is reflected in some of the stories you will read in the pages that follow. As 
Chicagoans in search of a better life, we are the survivors, the dreamers, the pioneers. It is our nature to take risks. We 
are bound by our determination to face difficult odds to strive towards the same vision – to bring about a future we can 
believe in for the generations to come. 
We are thankful for the resilient families who make GHC’s community stronger. As we share their stories, we take time 
to reflect on all we have achieved, the challenges we face and the hard work that lies ahead to ensure that all individuals, 
regardless of where they start, will achieve their full potential. Will you join us in this journey? 
With deepest gratitude for your support, 

  
Maricela García 
Chief Executive Officer 
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     Our Children’s Programs 
 
 

Home Visiting Program 
Home Visiting Programs impact approximately 300 children, ages birth – 5, and 

expectant parents. Programs offer support, guidance and child development 

resources directly to families in their own homes. Home Visitors provide prenatal, 

postnatal and child development support; and coach parents to create safe, 

stimulating learning environments to foster positive and language-rich parenting 

behaviors that build a strong foundation for school readiness.  

 

 
Center-Based Early Childhood Education 
Center-Based Early Childhood Education serves 160 children, ages 2 – 5, and their 

families in North and South Lawndale and Chicago Lawn. Program at GHS’s Child 

Development Centers provide children with comprehensive learning 

experiences in an environment that promotes physical, cognitive, linguistic, 

social and emotional growth through play. Children are prepared for school 

success thorough use of a developmentally-appropriate, research-based and 

culturally-competent curriculum. Enriching educational experiences offered 

within a mentally -stimulating setting further children’s growth during this 

critical period of development. 

 

The Partner Network 
GHC’s Partner Network impacts 250 children and families through partnerships 

with 6 privately-owned early childhood education providers in neighborhoods with 

limited access to high-performing programs; including Chicago Lawn, West 

Englewood, Morgan Park, Greater Grand Crossing and Ashburn. GHC monitors and 

guides sites to ensure they adhere to high-standards for quality early childhood 

education programs. Program help children develop positive approaches to 

learning while involving families in their children’s educational growth. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

  Mikey’ Story: The Strength to Overcome   
 

Mikey, a 16-year old student from West 
Englewood, had come to a crossroads. 
Like most kids his age, Mikey wanted to 
be successful, and he knew the right 
path was to obtain a high school 
education and pursue a college degree. 
But Mikey had been labeled a 
“troublemaker” by frustrated teachers 
and was dangerously close to being 
pushed away from school forever.  
A lot of Mikey’s troubles were due to a 
series of traumatic events that marked 
his young life. Over the last three years, 
Mikey lost his older brother and two 
close friends to gun violence; then 
became a victim as he was shot while 
walking to summer school.  
When Mikey was referred to Healthy 
Minds, Healthy Schools in his 
sophomore year, he often felt hopeless 
and ready to give up on hi long-term 
goals. He was even beginning to believe 
the negative image he felt his teachers 
imposed on him – but he wanted to 
choose a different path.  
Working with a clinician, Mikey learned an 
easy way to ease his anger through 
breathing exercises. He went on to teach 
his mother, who began using techniques at 
home to help him de-escalate. 

 
Mikey also learned to understand his 
triggers and how they contributed to him 
feeling anger. Towards the end of the 
year, Mikey had significantly 
reduced his behavioral infractions 
at school, improved his grades and 
was getting compliments from the 
school dean. He confided, “I am 
staring to not feel like a bad kid 
anymore.” 

Throughout their journey together, 
Mikey’s therapist truly listened to his 
side of the story without judgement – 
helping Mikey see himself through more 
patient and compassionate eyes. He has 
learned how to have restorative 
conversations with teachers and 
advocate for himself, discovering his on 
confidence and empowerment in the 
process.  
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       Our Youth Programs 
 
 

Junior Building Leaders 
Junior Building Leaders is an out-of-school time enrichment program for children 

and youth ages 5-12 in Pilsen, North and South Lawndale. Junio Building Leaders 

offers a stimulating and vibrant environment to foster a love for learning while 

providing opportunities for parents to be active participants in their children’s 

academic progress. The program uses multifaceted curricula with emphasis on 

science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) learning as well as 

foundational concepts of building social consciousness and leaderships skills. 

Junior Building Leaders is offered year-round with full-day programming 

throughout the summer months. 

 

 
 
Building Leaders 
Building Leaders impacts youth ages 13 – 18 who are striving toward college or other 

post-secondary aspirations. Many of our teens will be the first in their families to 

attend college and can benefit from additional supports to achieve their scholarly and 

career goals. Th program provides enrichment and academic resources, such as 

opportunities to engage in STEM projects like robotics engineering. Building Leaders 

also offers individualized tutoring and mentoring to help teens graduate high school 

and enter college prepared to success; as well as civic engagement activities to help 

youth develop skills to be lifelong leaders. 

 

 
“Without Gads Hill Center, I would not have had the 
confidence to apply to my dream school.” 

—Julio, Building Leaders participant 

 

 
Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) 

Foster leadership, conflict resolution and social-
emotional skills 

Equip parents with tools needed to support the
academic goals of their children 



 

 
 

  

 
 

Dana is a proud mother of her four-year-old daughter, Dallas. 
Besides parenthood, she has many accomplishments under her belt 
– she successfully completed high school and some college courses. 
With grit and perseverance, she finished professional schooling to 

become a certified truck driver, one of few women to crack the 
male-dominated industry. 

 
Earlier in the year, Dana was challenged with finding quality, 

culturally-competent care for Dallas after starting her new job and 
with a fluctuating work schedule. In today’s economy, many parents 
like Dana are faced with the burden of providing early education for 
their children with few financially sustainable options available. Like 
many, Dana was bound and determined to help her daughter set a 

strong educational foundation to strive for a bright future. 
 

GHC offered early childhood education at no cost to Dallas’ family, 
providing financial assistance until Dana’s income improved. Today, 

Dallas continues to learn and grow at GHC’s North Lawndale site 
where she maintains a record of perfect attendance. 

 
Reflecting on her experiences, Dana says “As an African American 
woman, society expected me not to overcome my struggle. I know 
that sometimes there will be bumps in the road. I just continued 

with my faith and never gave in to what society was trying to hand 
me.” Dana refuses to succumb to the pressure she feels as a result 

of systematic conditions that have disproportionately negative 
impacts on families of color. She confides, “I knew I wanted to 

achieve things in life… I never lost focus on my dream to make it 
come true.” 

 
Dana believes that GHC’s early childhood education center has 
made a lot of vital changes for her life and that of her child. She 
chairs GHC’s Parent Policy Council for early childhood education 

programs – an opportunity which adds to her cache of professional 
accomplishments and leadership growth while teaching her the ins 
and outs of civic engagement work. Besides benefitting from GHC’s 
scholarship for Dallas, Dana believes the most important resource 

she has received from GHC has been support. 
 

 

Dana’s Story 
 

84% of Health referrals were completed during the  
program year 
91% of families completed specific goals during the program 
81% of Head Start students met or exceeded expectations  
across developmental domains 
10% of children showed an increase in developmental progress  
from the fall 
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Our Mental Wellness Programs 
 
 

 
Early Childhood 
The science of child development shows that the foundation for sound mental 

health is build early in life. Early childhood mental health services provide direct 

support to children and their parents with a focus on strengthening relationships 

and providing coping skills to help families manage life stressors. Mental health 

services further children’s emotional, cognitive and social development toward an 

overall goal of enhancing interpersonal skills and school readiness. Services are 

provided for children from birth to 8 years by master’s level clinicians with a 

specialist in child development. 

 

 
Familias Exitosas 
Offered in partnership with Instituto del Progreso Lationo, Familias Exitosas 

represents a multi-tiered system of programming which creates a path to upward 

mobility for low-income, working families. The program holistically empowers 

families through a combination of mental health services, parent education, 

financial literacy training and workforce development Weekly psycho-educational 

workshops help parents build and strengthen coping skills, work through 

intergenerational trauma and create new, health foundations in their family’s 

ecosystems. Parents increase their knowledge of educational options for 

themselves and their children and are offered opportunities for professional 

training and credentialing to open pathways to sustainable careers.  

 
 

“ 

“By establishing positive relationships with the 
student, they feel more comfortable sharing their 

successes and challenges. This open 
communication ensures that we can work 

together to overcome any obstacles.” 
– GHC Clinician 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Healthy Minds, Healthy Schools 
Healthy Minds, Healthy Schools is a comprehensive mental health program 
that implements a trauma-informed approach within elementary and high 
school setting on Chicago’s west and southwest sides. Clinical therapists 
facilitate an array of evidence-based interventions for students, families, 
school faculty and community members to improve student performance and 
mental wellness, increase school staff members’ capacity to support diverse 
learners, engage parents in psycho-educational learning and transform 
overall school cultures. The program is unique in its focus on guiding teachers 
and school administrators to implement more effective, clinically-informed 
teaching and disciplinary strengths such as restorative justice. 

 
  Adriana’s Story: Pursuing Resilience   

 
Gads Hill Center (GHC) Mental Health 

Services are integrated across agency- 

wide programs. GHC’s Healthy Minds, 

Healthy Schools offers a holistic approach 

by working across generations and 

systems that influence students and have 

a positive impact on their overall success, 

as Adriana’s story illustrates. 

Adriana is a 16-year-old high school 

junior with a warm, bubbly personality. 

But for many years, she kept that part of 

herself hidden beneath a tough exterior. 

Her anxiety and depression stemmed 

from her history of family losses and 

separation, and it manifested as low 

academic achievement and poor behavior 

in school. She would frequently fight with 

other students, and she began skipping 

classes. Outside of school, she turned to 

negative peer influences to cope with her 

emotional distress. 

Despite this, Adriana’s resilience 

persevered. She realized that she was 

going down a self-destructive path, 

and she began engaging in weekly 

therapy with a GHC clinician. She also 

joined the clinician-led Young Women’s 

Empowerment Group, which helped her 

develop a network of support, build her 

coping skills, and learn to make positive 

choices. 

Adriana and her mother also began to 

engage in family therapy to strengthen 

their relationship. Over the course of these 

sessions, their relationship transformed 

from ambivalent to stable and secure. 

Adriana’s attendance and grades have 

improved significantly. She learned to 

cope with her emotions in positive ways, 

and she stopped getting into fights. 

Without GHC, Adriana would not have 

had access to these critical mental health 

services. The Healthy Minds, Healthy 

Schools program allowed Adriana to gain 

invaluable coping skills that will stay with 

her for the rest of her life. 
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Our Community Programs 
 
 

Healthy Moves 
 

Healthy Moves trains parents and other adults residing in Chicago’s west and southwest 

side neighborhoods as health promotors. Our health promotors educate community 

members in schools, churches, clinics and other settings about the benefits of healthy 

eating and physical activity. Promoters also connect families to health care options such 

as insurance offered through Affordable Care Act (ACA) marketplace. Health Moves 

spreads its message to improve well-belling across generations for more than 1,000 

individuals in the community every year. 

 

PlayStreets 
 

Through PlayStreets, a partnership with the Chicago Department of Public Health (CDPH), 

GHC facilitated 75 outdoor events offering pop-up play spaces to impact more than 17,000 

individuals in communities across Chicago in 2018. PlayStreets events temporarily 

transform public streets into safe places or children and adults to engage in physical activity, 

encouraging families to live healthy and active lifestyles and empowering communities to 

come together. Events are prioritized in neighborhoods that lack recreational spaces, 

experience safety concerns and have high levels of obesity and weight-driven disease. 

 

Partnering with Hope 
 

GHC partners with Hope Institute Learning Academy (HILA) to implement the Illinois 

State Board of Educations’ 21st Century Community Learning Center program. The 

partnership supports the positive educational and social-emotional development of over 

200 students while also engaging 100+ parents and caregivers. GHC works with HILA to 

provide a range of out-of-school time academic and enrichment programs including 

science, technology, engineering, art and math (STEM) instruction; academic support; 

social skills development and fitness opportunities. Families are engaged in programs 

emphasizing leadership skill-building and health and wellness while strengthening 

parents’ roles as partners in their children’s education. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

with 21 organizations 
to host 75 PlayStreets

 



 

 

 

 

  

 
A Legacy of Greatness 

Significant Dates in Gads Hill Center History, 1898 - 1990 

Gads Hill Social 
Settlement opens 
a neighborhood 

center with 
educational and 

recreational 
program 

opportunities for 
the entire family. 

1898 

First Playground 
opens and is 

supervised by Gads 
Hill Staff for 5 

years, after which 
the City established 

the Municipal 
playground at 22nd 
and Robey Streets. 

  

 
 

Visiting Nurses 
Association opened 

a sub-station at 
Gads Hill Center 

thus affording the 
Center the privilege 
of close cooperation 
for their work in the 

district. 

1917 
 

1919 
 

1928 
 

Formal Nursery School 
opens, including in its 

services a daily nursery 
school program for 40 

children, weekly classes in 
parent education and the 
training of young women 
as mother’s helpers and 

nursery workers.  

Fourth Floor added 
to accommodate 

expended child care 
services at the 
Center, serving 

mothers who are 
working in support 
of the war effort. 

1942 
 

1940 
 

1948 
 

1953 
 

First 
Mexican 
American 

Immigrants 
arrive at 
Gads Hill 
Center 

Computers first 
used at the 
Center; four 

Apple computers 
and educational 
software were 

donated for use 
by children. 

1990 
 

Latino Youth 
Alternative High 

School is launched by 
teens and youth 

workers at Gads Hill 
Center, where they 

operate until moving 
in their own building 

in 1990. 

Building erected – 
Money was raised by 
Trustees for a 3-story, 
fire-proof building that 

stands today as the 
home of Gads Hill 

Center. The building 
was designed as a state-
of-the-art structure for 

the time, built for 
heating and cooling 
efficiencies and was 

featured in architectural 
literature for its 

environmental qualities. 

1974 
 

Library Established at 
Gads Hill Center 
consisting of 25 

children’s books. In 
1928 this library was 

made a sub-branch and 
staffed by the Chicago 
Public Library; by 1941 

it circulated 54,841 
books. 

Leslie C. Harbison 
Memorial Endowment 

was established by 
Frank Brookes 

Hubachek and Mrs. 
Harbison for the 

purpose of securing 
financial security of 

Gads hill Center.  

Ruth Austin 
receives 

prestigious 
National 

Federation of 
Settlements 

Award for her 32 
years of 

distinguished 
service at Gads 

Hill Center. 

1912 
 

1916 
 



 
 

A Legacy of Greatness 
Significant Dates in Gads Hill Center History, 1998 - Present 

Year-long 
centennial 
celebration 

begins: 
Centennial 

Time Capsule 
buried on the 

grounds of 
Gads Hill 

Center to be 
opened in the 

year 2098. 

1998 
 

1999 
 
Club Learn, an 

afterschool 
program for 
academically 

at-risk 1st to8th 
graders, wins a 

Good 
Samaritan 

Award from 
CBS’ WBBM-TV 

Channel 2. 

2001 
 

Chief Executive 
Officer Barbara 

Castellan is 
named a 

Hometown 
Hero by 

CBS/WBBM, 
and noted as  

“A Person with 
Clout” by 
WTTW’s 
CityTalk. 

Teen Connection 
Computer Lab 

opens to provide 
teens with access 

to computer 
technology, 
internet and 
tutorials to 

prepare them for 
college. 

 
 2001 

 

2002 
 

Child Care Center 
evolves into 

complete Family 
Resource Center, 

offering child 
development 

programs for infants 
and toddlers, 

preschoolers, a full 
kindergarten and our 

Club Learn after-
school enrichment 

program.

 
  

 2003 
 

CEO Barbara Castellan is 
awarded: 

 Mujeres Lainas en Accion 
Maria Maruca’ Martinez 

Community Service Award 
and receives: 

North Lawndale 
Employment Network’s 

2004 Creating a Community 
that Works Award 

2004 
 

Agency 
implements 
Prevention 
Initiative to 

provide home 
visiting services 
for 50+ children 
from birth to 3 
years of age, 

pregnant 
mothers and 

families 

Satellite location 
to support 

agency’s Home 
Visiting services is 

established in 
Brighton Park, the 

community of 
greatest need for 
early childhood 
services in the 
State of Illinois 

Chief 
Executive 

Officer 
Maricela 

Garcia, the 
first Latina 

CEO of Gads 
Hill Center 
begins her 
first year of 

work. 

Health Minds, 
Healthy Schools is 

created in 
partnership with CPS 

which provides 
quality services to 

children and families 
to promote 

transformational 
growth and social-

emotional wellbeing 

Agency gymnasium 
at 1919 West 

Cullerton Street is 
dedicated to Jim 

and Patricia Brett to 
honor their legacy 
of lifetime support 
to Gads Hill Center. 

Chief Executive Officer 
Maricela Garcia is awarded: 

 
Champion of Change Award by 

the Latino Policy Forum 
 

Woman of the Year award by 
the Rotary Club of Chicago 

 
Community Champion Award 

at the Who’s Who Gala 

2007 
 

2011 
 

2012 
 

2014 
 

2014 
 

The Mayor of 
Chicago announces 

state support of Gads 
Hill Center’s New 
Early Childhood 
Education site in 

Brighton Park 

2015, 2017 
 

2018 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CIVIC PARTNERS 
Brighton Park Community Coalition 

Brighton Park Neighborhood Network 

Brighton Park Education Task Force 

Brighton Park Health Task Force 

Chapin Hall, University of Chicago 

Chicago Benchmarking Collaborative 

CLOCC Early Childhood Interest Group 

Coalition of Site Administered Child Care 
Centers 

Commissioner Jesus Garcia’s Health Task Force 

CPS Network 7 

CPS Network 8 

Curie Metropolitan High School 

DePaul University Jump Start 

Home Visiting Applied Research Collaborative 

Home Visiting Taskforce 

Hope Learning Academy 

Early Childhood Innovation Zone Core 
Teams—North Lawndale 

Erikson Institute 

Esperanza Clinic 

Gage Park High School 

Little Village Education Collaborative 

Illinois Latino Agenda 

Illinois Mentoring Partnership 

Illinois Partners for Human Services 

Illinois Early Learning Council 

Instituto del Progreso Latino 

Latino Policy Forum 

Mujeres Latinas en Acción 

National Association of Professional Women 

National Head Start Association 

Neapolitan Lighthouse 

Pilsen Academy 

Pilsen Education Task Force 

Pilsen Neighbors Community Council 

Pilsen Planning Committee 

Responsible Budget Coalition 

Richards Career Academy 

Saint Anthony Hospital 

Sonrisa Dental 

Southwest Organizing Project 

Steering Committee, Illinois State's Attorney’s 
Office 

Share our Spare 

The Resurrection Project 

UnidosUS (formerly National Council of La 
Raza) 

United Way of Metropolitan Chicago 

University of Chicago, Behavioral Insights and 
Parenting Lab 

Velma F. Thomas Early Childhood Center 

Youth Technology Corps 

LICENSED BY 
 

Illinois Department of Children & Family 
Services—Child Care Center License 

 

ACCREDITATIONS 
 

National Association for the Education of 
Young Children 

ExceleRate Illinois’ Gold Circle of Quality (North 
Lawndale site) 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 

Financials 
Statement of Activities for the Year Ended June 30, 2017 (with comparative totals for 2016) 

 
 
 

 
 

Contributions 1,381,696 934,058 

In-Kind Contributions 301,042 53,542 

United Way of 
Metropolitan Chicago 45,000 45,000 

 

 

 
Fees & Grants from 
Governmental Agencies 6,810,613 5,736,402 

 Services Management 
& General 

 Services Management 
& General 

Program Service Fees 106,054 79,797  Fundraising  Fundraising 

Interest and Dividends 34,369 39,408  

Gain (loss) on Investments 168,827 (22,793) 

Miscellaneous Income 19,683 11,595 

Total Revenues and 
Other Support 

 
8,867,284 

 
6,877,009 

 

 
 

 

   

Supporting  Services: 

Management & General 399,913  

Expenses 2017 2016 Net Assets 2017 2016 

Program Services:   Change in Net Assets 1,801,677 147,914 

Children’s Services 5,203,452 5,031,022 Net Assets at Beginning   

Youth & Community of Year 3,911,086 3,763,172   
 Services 1,412,234 1,404,573 Net Assets at End of Year 5,712,763 3,911,086 

 

 Fundraising 50,008 52,114  

 Total Expenses 7,065,607 6,729,095  

 



  Many Thanks to Our Donors   
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
$50,000 and Above 
 

The Chicago Community Trust 
Harry and Jeanette Weinberg Foundation 
Healthy Communities Foundation 
Paul M. Angell Family Foundation 
Pritzker Foundation 
William J. Watson Trust 

 
 

 
 $25,000 - $49,999 
 

Barker Welfare Foundation     
Bright Promises Foundation      
Polk Bros. Foundation    
      
   
     

 
 

 
 $10,000 - $24,999 
 

Anonymous Donors 
The Blowitz-Ridgeway Foundation 
James A. and Carolyn Brett 
Comcast 
Chicago White Sox Charities 
David S. Crossett and Mary J. Walsh 
The Elizabeth Morse Charitable Trust 
Grant Healthcare Foundation 
Konica Minolta Business Solutions U.S.A Inc. 
PNC Bank 
UnidosUS 
United Way of Metropolitan Chicago Impact 
Fund, a fund of the McCormick Foundation 
Beverly Wyckoff and Charlie Ginsberg  
  
  
  

 
$5,000 - $9,999 
 

Adams Street Partners, LLC      
Anonymous Donors       
David J. and Mary Madeleine Brett     
Chapman and Cutler LLP       
William and Valerie DePriest    
Dover Foundation      
Mark Hersh   
John Buck Company Foundation   
MB Financial Bank, N.A. MB Charitable  
Foundation 

 
 

McGowan Gin Rosica Family Foundation   
Michael Best & Friedrich LLP   
The Northern Trust Company   
Republic Bank   
David and Suzanne Shier   
The TJX Foundation, Inc.   

       
 

 

 
$2,000 - $4,999 
 

After School Matters 
Applegate & Thorne-Thomsen P.C. 
B and B Maintenance, Inc. 
Daniel and Spencer Baker 
James P. and Patricia Brett 
George Crossett 
Exelon 
Fifth Third Bank 
Dorinda Flores and Marty McHugh 
 

 
 

 
Maricela García 
George M. Eisenberg Foundation for Charit  
GMA Construction Group 
Leon Heller 
Humana Inc. 
Illinois Mentoring Partnership 
Kinder Morgan Foundation 
Meade Electric 
NBC Universal Media, LLC 
James Neaylon III and Suzanne Neaylon 
Neighborhood Loans 
Northwestern University 
Peoples Gas 
Pugh, Jones & Johnson, P.C. 
Reed Smith, LLP 
The Resurrection Project 
Source Consulting Group LLC 
USI Insurance Agency 
Winnetka Congregational Church 
Wintrust 

 
  

$1,000 - $1,999 
 

Michael Ammerman 
Donnica Austin-Cathey and Derrick Cathey 
John and Lori Brett 
Debra and Reginald Clayton 
Kris Clemons and James Markich 
DePaul University 
 
 
 



 

 
Lou Ebling III and Rosa Ebling 
Formally Modern Tuxedo 
Fourth Presbyterian Church 
Delia Gutierrez McLaughlin and Leonard M  
David Hartsell and Wendie Reece 
Susan Kroll and James Sponder 
The Lagunitas Brewing Co. 
Alejandro Menchaca 
Mesirow Financial 
Midwest Energy 
Rosanne and Chris Moeslein 
Mount Sinai Hospital Medical Center 
Thomas and Lynn Miller 
Saint Anthony Hospital 
West Bend Foundation, Inc. 
Wintrust Bank – Pilsen 
Daniel and Betty Wyckoff 

 
  

$500 - $999 
 

Andrew Adam 
Alivio Medical Center 
Charles Anderson 
Hannah Aronson and Ryan Anderson 
Vicky Arroyo 
BP Canada Energy Marketing Corp 
Bradley Brunken 
Bernard and Cynthia Buchholz 
Ken Castillo 
Sue and Jim Colletti 
Brian Coyle 
Joan Davis and Dave Jacobs 
Christine Decyk 

 
 

 
Jason Decker 
Robert and Quinn Delaney 
Wendy DuBoe 
Deb Egelhoff 
Thomas P. FitzGibbon 
Gannett Fleming Companies 
Chris and Kathy Gubanich 
Nancy Isaac 
David Johnsen 
Charles and Patricia Klaus 
Mike and Nancy Knutson 
Amy Kuykendall 
Howard Learner and Lauren Rosenthal 
Levenfeld Pearlstein, LLC 
Rogelio Lopez 
Candelario and Elizabeth Lumpkin Celio 
Brian Marozas 
Virginia Martinez 
Math Circles of Chicago 
Thomas and Carol Mikucki 
El Milagro Inc. 
Mark and Jean Mondrala 
Joseph Nosek 
Order Express, Inc. 
Kathy Osberger 
Payroc 
Proven Business Systems Chicago 
Lori Rolfson 
Edye and Peter Rubnitz 
Phillip and Leslie Stern 
Allison Tingwall 
United Neighborhood House 
Vidal & Associates, Ltd. 
Walter & Caroline Sueske Charitable Trust 

 
 

 
$250 - $499 
 

25th Ward Regular Democratic Organizatio  
Cecilia and Brian Anderson 
Luis Avila 
Tim Bradburne 
Mr. and Mrs. Cliff Bregstone 
Christopher J. Brett 
Ellen Brett 
Matthew and Michele Brett 
Peggy Brett and T.C Hines 
Renee Brown 
Carols Cardenas 
Jorge and Patty Cazares 
Dulce and Pedro Cervantes 
Tom Connery 
Ester Corpuz 
CayleKiley Insurance Agency, Inc 
Joseph P. Cummings 
Ernesto and Maria De La Torre 
Janice Dilworth and Gregory Denton 
Eva Espana 
J.P Estrada 
Gilberto and Stephanie Espinoza 
Friends of Theresa Mah 
Joli and Ruben Fridman 
Martin Garza 
Nancy Gerstad 
Clarissa Granados 
Illinois Action for Children 
Horacio Isais 
Amelia Johnson 
Saul Lopez 
Erin Malcolm 
Brenda Martinez 
Terry and Jana Mcllroy 
Daniella McConnell 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 

 
  

Paul Megalis 
Alison Millerick 
Juan Gabriel Moreno 
Anita Nagler and Robert Moyer 
Nectel Technologies, Inc 
Rafael Nunez, Jr 
Claudia Oronia 
Frank Patzke 
Maria and Larry Pavlou 
John Pintozzi 
Pabel Reinoso 
Andrew Simmon 
Nick and Jessica Simmons 
Helen Sutter 
Kristofer and Myrna Swanon 
James an Kathleen Walsh 
Lisa and Michael LoVallo Family Fund 
Robert Werner 
Carrie Williams 
Elizabeth and Ken Woodward 
James and Katherine Zartman 
 

Darrell Brooks 
Blythe Buchholz Leroux 
Mark Burkland and Miriam Leskover 
Burkland 
Francis and Zelda Catania 
Dana Clifford 
Teresa Cordova 
Amber Crain 
Joi Cregler 
Clair Daney 
Mark Davis and Mary Kranstover 
Olive Dilworth 
Patrcia Disselhorst 
Richard Dobson 
Robert and Chris Dragon 
Armando Duenas 
Kitty and Mark Egan 
Rosalinda Espinosa-Nava 
Domingo Feliciano 
Benjamin Fernandez 
First Point Mechanical Services 
Steve and Wendy Frost 
Agnes Gaber 
Jose Garcia 
Mario Garcia 
Susy Gonzalez 
Gonzalo Gradilla 
Diana Guerrero 
Edward Gutierrez 
Joshua Hauser and Juliet Bromer 
Pat Healy 
Stephen Heller 
Flavia Hernandez 
Lorena Hernandez 
Aillisa Herrera 
Paul and Linda Hoefert 
Jasmine Jenkins 
Edward and Virginia Johnson 
Kendra Scott 
 

Ellen Kennedy 
Dan Klaff 
Keith and Megan Knabjian 
Michelle Kouba 
Kari Kraus 
Dave LEali 
Guadalupe Lechuga 
Brigitte Lenz 
John and Jill Levi 
Maria Macias 
Cesar Mariano 
Robert Martin 
Litza Mavrothalasitis 
MB Financial Bank 
Frank and Lin McCarthy 
Patricia Mendoza 
Mortgage Capital Group 
Patricia Mota 
Frieda Murray 
Christine Myers 
Sean O’Connor 
Juan F. Orta 
Maria Ovalle 
Mario Paez 
Vincent and Karen Parrinello 
Ellen Park 
Sameer Patel 
Candy Perez 
Rosa Maria Perez 
Juliana Perisin 
Quality Catering for Kids, Inc 
Annette Rivera and Patrick Enright 
Danny Rivera and Rosa Julia Garcia Rivera 
Luis Rivera 
Cuyler Robinson 
Joel Rodarte 
Roony, Rippie & Ratnaswamy, LLP 
Barry Rosen and Marjorie Sandlow 
 
 

 
$100 - 249 
 

Accel Entertainment Gaming, LLC 
Peter Aguilera 
Carols Alcerro 
Gustavo Andrade 
Jim Arce 
Rick Arevalo 
Automotive Painters Supply, Inc 
Paula Baron 
Nereida Barreno 
Frances Becker 
Griselda Bedolla 
Oscar Bonilla 
Barbara Bourke 
 
 
 



 
 

  
Michael Rotolo 
Bernadette Sanchez 
Sanchez & Rivera Title, LLC 
Gabriella Santoyo 
Gary Schaer and Jessica Diamond 
Marcia Scheidt Hernandez 
Deborah and David Schenk 
Sandra Seim 
Duane Sigelko and Mary Kay McDermott 
Ray and Meeta Jain Sinnappan 
Stephen and Joanna Specht 
Bill Sullivan 
Taco Burrito King 10 
Toroso Investments 
Karen Thomas 
Kweku Thompson 
Ashley and dally Tsolis 
Univision Television Group, Inc 
Anibal Vega 
Cindy Vega 
Bill Venvertloh 
Chris Venvertloh 
James and Jo Wasta 
David and Kim Weeks 
Sara Whaley 
Greg Wu 
Cha Yoon 
Judith D. Zaba 
Thomas and Sherri Zack 
Edward Zamora 
 
 

William and Ann De Bortoli 
Oscar De La Torre 
Justin DeLuca 
Michael Deinzer 
Danielle Denkmann 
Peter and Maria Devlin 
Reshma Dhake 
Felipe Diaz-Arango 
Tana Diedrich 
Chester Doboszewski 
Barbara Domarad 
Mario Dominguez 
Annamarie Dorr 
Peter Dusenberry 
Michael G. Ennis 
Irene Esparza 
Miguel Estrada 
Francisco Fernandez 
Juan Fernandez 
Rocio Figueroa 
Anna M. Flores 
Carol Fowler 
Annette and Richard Freund 
William and Patricia Frey 
Gabriela Fuentes 
Margarita Gabriel 
Lucero Galvan 
Meredith Gettleman 
Curry Glanton 
Karina Gomez 
Edwin Gonzalez 
Jacob Gradman 
Lucille Gractacos and Omar Torres 
Emily Green 
Derek Gruen 
Leo Guerrero 
 

 
 

 
$1 - $99 
 

Rob Cullen 
Raquel Cruz 
Isaliz Danzot 
Katie Davis 

     
    

 

Candelaria Guevara 
Gabriela Gutierrez 
Isabel Haddad 
Rob Halambeck 
Michael and Kathleen Halm 
L.M. Handley 
Carlos Hernandez 
Reyna Hernandez 
Rocio Hernandez 
Joan Hersh 
Sally Hines 
Michael Hirsch 
Todd Hofmeister 
Ashley Howard 
Melissa Jemison-Ballard 
Dorothy Jordan Lewis 
Rachel Julis 
Jen Kolling 
Raymond Koporc 
Carol Larson 
Meg Laundry 
Tyler Lawrence 
Kristin Leeds 
Manuel Leon 
Willie Lindsey 
Dora Lopez 
Xavier Lopez 
Jesus Macias 
Elizabeth Mackel 
Flora and Daniel MacLean 
Joseph and Amy Madden 
Bertha Magana and Giuseppe Mario Di Priz  
Maureen Malcolm 
Erica Martinez 
Stephanie Martinez 
 
 
 



 
 

  

 
In - Kind 
 

Abt Electronics 
Adler Planetarium 
Ann Sather Restaurant 
AT&T Corporate Real Estate 
Aveda Institute Chicago / Douglas J. Corpo   
Barker Welfare Foundation 
Beggars Pizza 
Benefit Cosmetics 
Benny's Chop House 
Beverage Tasting Institute 
Big City Swing 
Greg Boerner 
Boka Restaurant Group 
Christopher J. Brett 
David J. and Mary Madeleine Brett 
James A. and Carolyn Brett 
John and Lori Brett 
Martin and Dolly Brett 
Matthew and Michele Brett 
Charlie Brown 
Cabrera Capital 

 
 

Ana Matta 
William and Janice Mayyou 
Raymond and Ellen McDermott 
John and Ada McHugh 
Joseph and Agnes McHugh 
Kelly McGrath 
Kate Merath 
Lauren Miga 
Michael Milkie 
Matthew Murphy 
Himani Nadgauda 
Rosalita Nartey 
Luis Narvaez 
Andrew Novak 
Beth O'Connor 
Sophia Olazaba 
Gina Ontiveros 
Nilsa Ortiz 
Felicia Oshana 
Sally Osorio 
Nashley Pale 
Amy Palit 
Jacqueline Palma 
Elizabeth Pena 
Jose Perez 
Maria del Pilar Cepeda 
Dawn Putnam 
J.C. Ramirez 
Veronica Ramos 
Natalie Reilly-Finch 
Margaret Retondo 
Flor Reza 
Bob and Susan Riley 
Arthur Rivera 

  
  

  

Demerious Robertson 
Maribel Rodriguez 
Liliana Romero 
Carolyn Rudinsky 
Carlos Ruiz 
Jamie Saam 
Diana Saenz 
Larry Saret 
Cory Schenn 
Avigail Schlosser 
Roland Schlosser 
Renee Schodosky 
Maria Segura 
Blanca Sepulveda 
Robbi Shew 
Jerry Silva 
Dalia Silva-Rodriguez 
Michael Smith 
Taylor Spaeth 
Michael and Laurene Stanton 
Lisa Sterba 
Martin Stern 
Bryan Stokes II 
Barry Suffrin 
George Suh 
Bridget Summers 
Sonia Tellez 
Molly Theus 
Ranis Thomas III 
Franklin Thompson 
Matt Trapani 
Elizabeth Trejo 
Nikos Tsonis 
Ariel and Liz Valdes 

  
  
  

Brenna Venvertloh 
Chip Venvertloh 
Laura Venvertloh 
Nikki Venvertloh 
Melanie Wasmund 
Michael Winters 
Maria Zavala 
Arturo Zurita 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  
  



 
 

  

Café Jumping Bean 
Jorge and Patty Cazares 
CH Distillery 
Chapman and Cutler LLP 
Chicago Architecture Foundation 
Chicago Bears Football Club 
Chicago Botanic Garden 
Chicago Children's Theatre 
Chicago Cubs 
Chicago Shakespeare Theater 
Chicago Sky 
Chicago White Sox 
Children's Museum of Art and Social Justic  
Chocolate for Your Body Spa 
Classic Kids 
Debra and Reginald Clayton 
ComedySportz Chicago 
Cooper's Hawk Winery & Restaurants 
David S. Crossett and Mary J. Walsh 
Curie Metropolitan High School 
Dance Spa 
East Bank Club 
Stacy Eichorst 
Epoch Salon 
Escape Artistry 
Few Spirits LLC 
Dorinda Flores and Marty McHugh 
Annette and Richard Freund 
Friends of the Chicago River 
Friends of Theresa Mah 
Maricela García 
Susy Gonzalez 
Scott Gryder 
Gymboree Play and Music of Chicago 
Peter and Casey Hadjis 
Hashbrowns 
 
 

  

Illinois Sports Facilities Authority 
Michelle Jordan 
Kendra Scott 
Kerasotes Showplace ICON Theatres 
Ketch on Fire 
Kids Science Labs 
Kohl Children's Museum of Greater Chicag  
Konica Minolta Business Solutions U.S.A., I  
Koval Distillery 
The Lagunitas Brewing Co. 
Lakeshore Sport and Fitness 
Landmark Theatres 
Laugh Factory 
Lavender Park 
Jorge Leon 
Lorena Levy-Alonso 
Lettuce Entertain You Restaurants 
Lincoln Park Athletic Club 
Little Beans Cafe 
LondonHouse Chicago 
Lou Malnati's 
Lyric Opera of Chicago 
Joseph and Amy Madden 
Erin Malcolm 
Marshalls 
Massage Envy Spa 
McGuireWoods LLP 
The Mikey O Comedy Show 
El Milagro Inc. 
Molina Foundation 
Jennie Moreau 
Munster Restaurant Group 
Music Box Theatre 
National Museum of Mexican Art 
NBC 5 Chicago 
Nectel Technolgies, Inc. 
 
 

Nicksons Eatery 
The Northern Trust Company 
Old Town School of Folk Music 
Open Books 
The Organic Gardener Ltd. 
Juan F. Orta 
Nilsa Ortiz 
PNC Bank 
PRP Wine International Inc. 
Schaumburg Boomers 
Shedd Aquarium 
Mary Kay and Frank Signorelli 
Simone's Bar 
Skydeck Chicago 
SMS Assist 
Sprinkles Cupcakes 
Stephanie Arevalo 
STK Chicago 
Summer House Santa Monica & Stella Barr   
Supreme Finishes LLC 
Sweetwater Tavern & Grille 
La Taberna Tapas 
TimeLine Theatre Company 
Wilson Torres 
Urban Oasis 
Mark and Maggie Valentine 
Cindy Vega 
Wintrust Bank - Pilsen 
Women and Children First Bookstore 
Beverly Wyckoff and Charlie Ginsberg 
Gabrielle Young 
Zanies Comedy Club 
Zazu Salon and Day Spa 
 

  
  

  
  



 
Board of Directors Locations 
 

OFFICERS 
 

Juan Orta, President 
Dover Corporation 

Mark S. Hersh, Vice President 
Reed Smith 
James (Jim) A Brett Jr., Treasurer 
Natural Gas Pipeline Co. of America  

Debra Clayton, Secretary 
Northern Trust 

 
DIRECTORS 

 
Beverly Wyckoff (Bev) 
Dover Corporation  

Maricela García 
Gads Hill Center 

James (Jim) P. Brett Sr. 
BorgWarner Automotive 

Donnica Austin – Cathey 
Sinai Health System 

Daniel Baker 
Chapman and Cutler 

Saul Lopez 
              Peoples Gas 

Jorge V. Cazares 
Pugh Jones & Johnson P.C 

 

 
 
 
David S. Crossett (Dave) 
Chapman and Cutler 

Dorinda (Dorrie) Flores 
Fifth Third Bank 

Delia Gutierrez McLaughlin 
Coda Technology Consulting 

Virginia Martínez, J.D. 
 

David Shier 
Walsh Construction 

Jorge Leon 
Michael Best & Friedrich, LLP 

Ellen Brett 

Cassandra Villagran

            Pilsen 
1919 W. Cullerton St. 

Chicago, IL 60608 

312.226.2248 

312.226.0963 

Brighton Park 
4234-6 S. Archer Ave. 

Chicago, IL 60632 

773.269.6556 

773.269.6595 

 
North Lawndale 
2653 W. Ogden Ave. 

Chicago, IL 60608 

773.521.4793 
773.521.1196 

 
Chicago Lawn 
3137 W. 71st St. 

Chicago, IL 60629 

773.498.8073 

773.696.4742 
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